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A Message from the desk of
DG Jeff Smith; 

HI Lions of District 410E.
Congratulations to the Clubs that were awarded The Leadership Award and being in the top 20 of our 
Constitutional Area Eight. An amazing achievement to have so many Clubs in the Top 20. For the other Clubs 
who want to attempt to get to the Top 20, all you need to do is report those service projects on MyLion. 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ /ƭǳōǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ
I have been following my Classmates from Group 28,my DGE Training in Chicago, and noticed that they were 
all getting gifts from our International President. My counterpart in 410 W, Pieter and I kept waiting, until 
last week, and then it arrived. I have always been fascinated with different tie designs and I have now 
received Dr./ƘƻƛΩǎ ǘƛŜΦ wŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƘƻƛΦ
Now that the lockdown restrictions have dropped to Level one, I encourage the Clubs to try and get back to 
as close to normal as we used to have it. It was amazing to get back to a normal face to face meeting with 
my Club members a few weeks back, not having seen some of them for a while. Please also bear in mind 
that there are still rules in place that need to be adhered to.
There will be a Cabinet meeting on 31st October 2020 at MidrandLions Club and thereafter some form of 
interaction between Clubs, Zones and Regions. Please keep the afternoon free unless you are involved in a 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ άƭƛǾŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ {ƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ
It was great to read the other day that Lions Clubs International Foundation approved more than $5.1 
million in COVID relief grants. Really makes me proud of being part of this great organization and this 
should encourage us to contribute to LCIF, whether through Campaign 100 or not. Our contributions go a 
long way. PDG Alistair, our DC for LCI, challenged the Clubs to each contribute $250 for this year. This 
ŜǉǳŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ wпрлл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ /ƭǳōǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǘ 
present.
Dr Choi said in a recent letter to us that the Kindness of one Lion can change a Life, but the kindness of all 
Lions can change the World.
When we serve, it is more than an act of kindness. It is Personal . Remember you are more than a Volunteer, 
you are an essential part of your community. As you Serve, continue to build relationships with your 
communities.
Lƴ /ƭƻǎƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŘŜŜŘǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ ŀƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀ [ƻƻƪΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ 
a Touch. In fact it is anything that lifts another personΦέ
Kindest Regards,
Jeff Smit: 
District Governor, 410E  

(Left)   LP Liane van der Merwe handed over a badge to

Lion Shane Papé for 35 years of dedicated service to 

the Lions Club of Klerksdorp.

Lion Shane joined the Klerksdorp Lions Club in 1982. He is 

currently the Zone Chairperson of Zone 2.
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Roodepoort Host Club
Our Clubsponsored T-shirts for the cleaners at Floromaold age 
home and the bus drivers at Gateway school, as they are 
normally taken for granted. The T-shirts carry the COVID message 
about safety. Our part of spreading the message.

***************************************************************************************************************************** *** *********

ALBERTON LIONS CLUB;   

Delivery of 20 Mom packs and 20 baby 

packs delivered to the South Rand 

Hospital.

These packs are donated to the Alberton 

Lions by a group of ladies that knit for the 

project and then donate the items for the 

baby packs. The packs for the moms contain 

the essential toiletries. We have built up a 

wonderful relationship with the staff at the 

South Rand hospital who look forward to our 

regular visits. We are hoping to grow this 

project as the need is great.



The Lions Club of Midrand made a donation of soup packs to one of our partners Isinkwaand 
the handover took place at the Ivory Park Community Centre.
Our donation made up 150 soup packets that each fed 4 people (total 600 people fed). It came 
just in time (on 12 July) when we experienced one of the coldest weeks of Winter. 
The Ivory Park Community Centrelooks after vulnerable children after school and provides 
them 
with a meal. 
What a leveller - as we have so much to be grateful for (Photos above right,) 

All lockdown guidelines were observed.
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A Welcome to our newest member of the Lions Club of Midrand
²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅέ ƛƴŘǳŎǘ Melanie Browne ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴǎ 
Club of Midrandon 20th August. Thank you PDG Pierre for doing the induction and making it so special 
albeit it from a distance! We have no doubt that it is one induction that we will all remember when we 
one day look back at our history.
Once all this craziness has eased somewhat, at the GBM in September, PDG Pierre will hand over Lion 
aŜƭŀƴƛŜΩǎ [ƛƻƴǎ tƛƴ ŀƴŘ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΗ 
Thank you to PCC Cliff ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
happy time with us. (Photo below left)

The LIONS CLUB OF WILRO PARK was invited to 

join our Neighbourhood Watch forum and the 

Security Companies in our area to a WOMENôS 

MONTH EVENT for members of our community. The 

Event took place on Saturday afternoon the 

29th August. It was a fun afternoon with teams 

dressing up to represent their sector but also with a 

serious message ïvarious presenters addressed the 

ladies on Safety and Security issues we face when 

driving alone, parking our car, pulling into our 

driveways, self-defence and first aid as well as 

Gender Based Violence. 

The Lions Club of Wilro Park hosted the Registration 

Table for the Event which gave us the opportunity to 

promote our Lionsô Service Projects and of course 

Christmas Cakes ïnaturally with big smiles behind 

our Lionsômasks!

.

LIONS CLUB OF MIDRAND

All lockdown guidelines were 
observed.
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(Left) Tony Marron being 
inducted as Kingsburgh
Lions new President by 
Moira Rigby, Immediate 
Past President.  

(Far Left) Lions Eveline, Moira, 

Sonia and Tony prepared for 

Zoe's induction.

(Left) New Lion Zoe with President 
Tony and Immediate Past President, 

Moira.

(Left)  

Feeding the 

children and 

adults of 

Ezimangweni

.

(Right and above 

far right) Diane and 

our Lions 

responding to 

Happiness 

Sithole's plea for 

assistance. Sonia, 

Eveline and Tony 

pitched in to help.

(Right) Food delivery to one of our 
local charities

(Left)  Lion Moira 
delivering a pair of bi-
focalsto a delighted 
Brenda Phillips.

KingsburghLions Club.

On receipt of the Lions Brightsight Newsletter dated 25 August 2020, 

and the appeal from them in regard to the initiative of Adopt-A-Script, 

the Lions Club of Midrand who have always been extremely active in 

regard to the Sight Portfolio, decided to pick up the baton and have 

sponsored 6 people who were unable to continue paying and therefore 

unable to get their spectacles.

There is nothing better than being able to give back and to play a role in 

giving someone the gift of sight. To give the gift of sight is priceless and 

there are no words to express what a difference a small gesture can 

make in someoneôs life ïthat is why we are Lions!

Pic 1 : A message received which accompanied the picture at the 

handover on 2 September 2020, from Kirsty the Manager at Lions 

Brightsight. ñA teary and grateful Simbisai.(on the right) with our 

Angie (on the left)ò.

Pic 2 September: Her words on receiving her spectacles from Angie at 

the Lions Brightsight Officeson 3 September 2020 were ñI canôt 

believe it & God blessing youò

***************************************************************************************************************************** *** ***

1

2

THE LIONS CLUB OF MIDRAND



DISTRICT  NEWSLETTER  FOR  
DG JEFF SMITH. 

5

DIST. 410E

Claudia Clarke joined Lions about 13 years ago, becoming a member of the Wilropark Lions Club.
Roughly 2 years later, she became one of the founding members and a Charter member of the 
HelderkruinLionsClub. From the inception of this new Club, Lion Claudia was voted in as Treasurer, 
a post she held with much success until her condition became so painful that she was bedridden 
and regretfully had to  pass on the financial reins of the Club. She became a Melvin Jones Fellow on 
the 3rd June 2015. Lion Claudia was an outstanding Lion and absolutely loved being part of the Lion 
family right up until she passed away peacefully on 27th August 2020.

Lion Claudia achieved success, lived well, laughed often and loved much. She gained the respect of 
intelligent people, and the love of little children. She filled a niche and accomplished her task; She 
has left the world better than she found it, whether by a brighter flower, a perfect poem or a 
rescued soul.

She always saw the best in others and gave the best she had; her life was an inspiration, and her 
memory will be a benediction.

Rest in Peace, Claudia, 

You were indeed a true Lion!

REST  IN  PEACE.
(FROM HELDERKRUIN  LIONS CLUB.)

***************************************************************************************************************************** *** *********
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Lion President 
François de Klerk 
hands Lion 
President Elect 
John Dell the 

reigns of the club 

(Photo right)
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Teddies -.

We received a donation form a lady ,Louise Kluter, offering to donate 50 teddies to the 

Club for distribution at our discretion. We gladly accepted the offer and donated to the 

Port Alfred Pre Primary School. 

The teddies were placed on the desks of the little ones on their first day after returning 

form lockdown. Each teddy had a childôs name attached and they remain at the school. 

The idea is that the children, who are used to hugging each other or the teacher. Not 

being allowed to do so, the teddies provide a much needed substitute. Lions, staff 

members and a few of the young learners in the photo below left.

PORT ALFRED LIONS CLUB.

SPCA (Photo left)

Members donated and 

collected items for the 

SPCA Shop, while donating 

dog food and blankets to 

the local SPCA. Lion Iain 

Macrae and LP John at 

the presentation.

Kuyasa School for Special Needs .

A teacher recognised the need for the testing 

of learners eyes at this school in 

Grahamstown. With the assistance of a local 

optimist and the ST, Johns Eye Clinic, scripts 

were obtained and sent to Lions Operation 

Brightsight. Port Alfred Lions agreed top 

sponsor the spectacles. These were handed 

over as soon as possible following lockdown. 4. 

LP John Dell with the recipients wearing their 

specs. 5 The group of Lions joined members of 

the school staff at the handover.


